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Opinions

Everybody has one...

COVID-19 Response

COVID-19 has had an impact on everything and everyone.
For some, it is an occasional conversation topic and inconvenience
when they want to go out. For others, it is a constant subject due
to them having to deal with restrictions, protective procedures, or
even treating the sick every day. From an Emergency Management
point of view, this has been the longest and most involved opera-
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to this event. We have been collecting numbers on various aspects
of the virus in our area since April, when we had our first case.
These numbers come from several different areas that are available
to most people, and some come from local and state organizations.

We have assisted in obtaining personal protective equipment
(PPE) for the county government and many other organizations that
were in need. Testing became a big issue during the summer and
fall. We provided information on how and where to get a test and
what to do if positive or exposed. We also serve on several task
forces that research and advise organizations on situational aware-
ness and protective procedures.

Another operation that we are undertaking is assisting nu-
merous organizations with the procedures for obtaining FEMA
reimbursement. The COVID-19 pandemic was declared a Major
Disaster in March of 2020. This allows local and state governments
as well as some nonprofit organizations to apply for public assis-
tance to be reimbursed for costs that apply to COVID-19 response.
Navigating these procedures can be challenging, and we are assist-
ing these organizations with that process. We are also collecting
information to apply for our own assistance to reimburse Union
County.

The latest operation is the assistance with vaccinations. We
have been working with the local Department of Public Health,
Union County Government, Union County Recreation, and many
volunteers to administer the vaccinations as they become available.
We are limited on the number of vaccinations that we receive. We

Nature’s God

I have found that the most inspiring use of social media
is to enjoy the beauty of creation as posted by friends. They see,
they admire, they share. Simple formula. I have done the same.

I have seen the ancient Appalachians framing horses and
green pastures. Hikers on high hills marvel at rock formations
and unusual flora. Soaring reds and lavenders trail the setting sun
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I’'m no poet, but the Creator is and nature is his scroll. He
beckons you to see what he has done, and marvel. The Bible
says, “Since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made, so that they are without
excuse” (Rom. 1:20). If you look at nature and marvel, then you
know enough about God to honor him as God.

George Washington Carver certainly did. He said, “I love
to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station, through
which God speaks to us every hour, if we will only tune in.”
Carver was born into slavery in Missouri. He became the first
black student at Iowa State in 1891, and earned two degrees in
agriculture.

As a longtime researcher at Tuskegee Institute, he found
alternatives to cotton which was depleting the soil. He devel-
oped hundreds of products from peanuts and sweet potatoes. He
told of his inspiration. “When I was young, I said to God, ‘God,
tell me the mystery of the universe.” But God answered, “That
knowledge is reserved for me alone.’ So I said, ‘God, tell me the
mystery of the peanut.” Then God said, ‘Well George, that’s more
nearly your size.” And he told me.”

Carver came to faith as a child. He saw a boy walking to
Sunday School. “I asked him what prayer was and what they said.
I do not remember what he said; I only remember that as soon as
he left I climbed up into the loft, knelt down by the barrel of
corn and prayed as best I could. That was my simple conversion.”

Commissioner’s Questions

Q. What is the status of the COVID-19 situation in
Union County?

A. At press deadline time (12 noon on Thursday, February
18, 2021) Union County is reported to have had 1,889 cases of
COVID-19 with 62 deaths. Most of these deaths are in elderly
populations and are split about 50/50 between males and females.
Most recently, Union General had

their highest number of hospitalized Q&A
COVID-19 inpatients. During the frocrzul:‘r:;on

week of January 15, approximately
38 individuals were being cared for at
Union General hospital. The numbers
have since gone down significantly,
and we are grateful for that.

Q. Who is giving the COVID-19 vaccine in Union
County?

A. The Georgia Department of Public Health website pro-
vides a link to a document detailing which organizations have
requested vaccines. According to this list, these Union County
organizations have ordered and have been giving the vaccine:
Blairsville Internal Medicine, Ingles Pharmacy, Union County
Health Department, and Union General Hospital. Any organiza-
tion wishing to participate in giving the vaccine can contact the
Department of Public Health.

Q. What about Walmart, Walgreens, and CVS? On TV
they talk about these companies participating in the vaccine
process.

A. According to the maps located on the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health website, these businesses do participate
in other towns/cities; however, the Blairsville, GA locations cur-
rently do not give COVID-19 vaccines.

Q. Where are we in meeting the demands of those wish-
ing to get the vaccine?

A. The state of Georgia currently has 1,181 providers re-
ceiving vaccines, and as of press deadline, a total of 1,958,100
vaccines have been given across the state. According to the De-
partment of Public Health Vaccine Dashboard, Union County has
administered 6,754 vaccines. In Union County, a mass vaccina-
tion clinic was held last month, and the follow-up second vaccine
clinic is planned to occur very soon. Recent freezing weather tem-
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Raising the Flag

On Feb. 23, 1945, during the bloody Battle
for Iwo Jima, U.S. Marines from the 3rd Platoon,
E Company, 2nd Battalion, 28th Regiment, 5th
Division took the crest of Mount Suribachi, the
island’s highest peak and most strategic position,
and raised the U.S. flag. Marine photographer
Louis Lowery was
with them and re-
corded the event.
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Military
Musings

soldiers  fighting | 7,
for control of Su- .
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of the flag, and several hours later more Marines
headed up to the crest with a larger flag. Joe
Rosenthal, a photographer with the Associated
Press, met them along the way and recorded the
raising of the second flag along with a motion-
picture cameraman. Rosenthal took three photo-
graphs atop Suribachi. The first, which showed
five Marines and one Navy corpsman struggling
to hoist the heavy flagpole, became the most
reproduced photograph in history and won for
him a Pulitzer Prize. Of the other two photos,

See Walters-Taylor, page 5A

Letters to the Editor

Challenge Accepted

Dear Editor,

EvenRobert E. Lee distanced himself from
divisive symbols of a civil war that he lost. He
said, “I think it wiser moreover not to keep open
the sores of war.” He said that even BEFORE
the flag became a symbol of hate in 1948. The
flag wasn’t even flown at his funeral. But I get it.
People want to show how proud they are of their
Southern heritage by waving a flag that is a sym-
bol of hatred and used by people who engage in
lynching, assassinations, church bombings, ar-
son, segregation and white supremacy. They fly
that flag because they are proud to be associated
with the most immoral evil and the worst time in
their Southern history. I totally get it.

I have accepted a previous letter writer’s
challenge to find another president who “has
done more for Blacks besides Lincoln.” Here are
the results:

July 1948, President Truman signed the
executive order desegregating the United States
Military. It was a monumental change in Amer-
ica’s march towards equal rights. One I person-
ally benefited from.

A 1954 Supreme Court decision ordered
public schools desegregated. Arkansas gover-
nor defied this decision as well as a 1955 ruling.
In 1957, President Eisenhower ordered federal
troops into Little Rock to integrate an all-white
school. Eisenhower upheld the constitutional law
regardless of his feelings about Blacks. Him en-
forcing this law began to change the educational
plight of Black children across America.

July1964, President Johnson signed the
Civil Rights Act that legally ended the segrega-
tion that had been institutionalized by Jim Crow
laws. (I was 10 when it happened... a day I
will never forget.) It changed America, relative
to racial acceptance, more than anything up to
that point... including the Emancipation Proc-
lamation. These were real changes, not some
“trumped up” changes from initiatives that were
already in motion. Learn history instead of re-
peating what you hear.

Trump touted low Black unemployment
rates, funding for Black colleges, opportunity
zones and criminal justice reforms. The realities
of what he actually accomplished in these areas,
however, are a matter of public record. “Facts
don’t cease to exist because they are ignored.”
Look them up instead of parroting. And while
you’re researching the facts, don’t forget to look
up the ways his policies have further stoked the
fires of racial division, segregation, hatred and a
resurgence of white supremacy.

What Trump actually did do for Blacks
(my experience and opinion) was to galvanize
them into action. He made them realize that

See Chavis, page 5A

See Fowler, page 5A

WHICH IS THE OLDEST?

Letters to the Editor

Special Needs Scholarship

Dear Editor,

When we single out our elected officials,
usually it’s to express opposition or to complain.
It’s equally as important to draw attention to
them when they’re working hard on policies that
help their constituents.

Our state senator, Steve Gooch (R-Dahl-
onega), deserves recognition for leading on an
issue that will help thousands of Georgia chil-
dren with special needs get access to the educa-
tion they need to grow and thrive.

Gooch has authored legislation that would
significantly improve access to the Georgia Spe-
cial Needs Scholarship — a program that’s a life-
saver for families like mine.

My daughter Lucy is on the autism spec-
trum and has cognitive disabilities. In recent de-
cades, we as a society have come to recognize
that children with these special needs can learn
and thrive in an educational environment that
provides them with the tools they need.

The vast majority of students with special
needs in Georgia attend their local public school,
where they benefit from dedicated, specialized
educators and education plans tailored directly
to them.

Lucy attended her public school through
the third grade. By then, we knew that she wasn’t
advancing in math and language skills at the rate
she should have been.

I’d heard about the Special Needs Schol-
arship and began to explore that possibility. We
knew she needed a chance to try somewhere dif-
ferent, but frankly, with multiple children, we
couldn’t afford private school.

We’re one of the lucky ones who got the
scholarship early in my daughter’s school ca-
reer. In third grade, she enrolled at Mountain
Area Christian Academy, and it’s made all the
difference. We’ve now been in the scholarship
program for nine years, and it’s so blessed my
daughter and my family that we see as a gift
from God. Lucy is a happy, healthy teenager
who’s achieved enough academically that she’s
now able to aid the learning of younger students
with special needs at her school.

Gooch’s legislation, if passed, would result
in more families like mine having access to this
benefit. Too many students whom the scholarship
was intended to help get locked out of the pro-
gram by bureaucratic barriers. The scholarship
served 5,023 students in the 2019-2020 school
year, just 2.6% percent of eligible students.

These reforms would make sure that all
students with special needs qualify (whereas the
current law excludes certain groups of students);
that students get the full amount of scholarship
they deserve; that students from foster care can

See Sparks, page 5A
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4. FLORIDA’S ATTEMPTS
TO CLAIM GEORGIA'S WATER

Rambling Around

My great-great-grandfather was counted
twice in the 1850 census. Once was in Union
County, Georgia, and the other was in Macon
County North, Carolina. Why twice? I am not
sure, but, in 1850 Clay County, North Carolina,
did not yet exist. Also, Towns County was not
created until 1856.
In essence, geo-
graphically, things
were not as they are
today. Macon Coun-
ty, North Carolina,
and Union County,
Georgia, were very
close to each other. So, my 2x great grandfather
Hiram lived very close to the state line, probably
in present day Towns County, and was counted
by two different census takers in 1850. I have yet
to track down the exact whereabouts of his resi-
dence. However, I have experienced the country
in which he lived.

A group of us left Blairsville the other day
and drove over to Towns County and on up into
Scattaway. Our group of Milton Bradley, Shel-
don Henderson, Tom Starrett and myself parked
our vehicle at the end of a Forest Service Road
and began to climb some 1,900 feet over about
2 1/2 miles before reaching the crest of the Blue
Ridge. We weren’t cold, however, the higher we
climbed the more snow we found. Our journey
carried us by numerous waterfalls and some
large trees.

I do not know how the 30-inch locust we
found survived throughout the years. It was par-
ticularly prized by early settlers because its wood
is very rot resistant. People have used them for
years as fence posts. Locust posts can be found
still standing as a testimony to a long-forgotten
pasture after the barbed wire has rusted away.

We also found what a lot of old timers call
a Spanish Oak. I have heard the term used many
times over the years and have always assumed
that Spanish Oak is another name for a South-
ern Red Oak. However, I have learned that many
people use the term for any oak other than a
White Oak. These Spanish Oaks are a good pro-
ducer of acorns, while the White Oaks are not as
prolific. Last year, these Spanish Oaks produced
lots of acorns. The acorns are high in tannic acid,
resulting in a bitter taste which delays their con-
sumption by wildlife until late winter when there
is not much for animals to eat except buds, twigs
and left-over acorns. February and March are
hard months for wildlife, and these acorns are
needed to help animals survive until April green-

up.

Around
The Farm

As we neared the crest of the Blue Ridge,
we entered the Southern Nantahala Wilderness,
and then right before the top, our group began
to find a tree that is only found at high altitudes

See Cummings, page 5A

See Paris, page 5A

Chamber of Commerce

Winter is winding down here in the moun-
tains, but not without blowing a few more gusts
of cold wind our way. Still, many are enjoying
the benefits of outdoor hiking, and on warmer
days, the Meeks Park playground is filled with
children -- proof that we’re all ready for spring.

At our recent board [~ gjajrsville
meeting, the Union - Union
County  Schools | County
updated us on the | Chamber
status of COVID | _President
within our system. | Steve Rowe

We are thankful for
their incredible effort on behalf of our students
and applaud a job well done. This is yet another
testament to the reason Union County Schools
received the honor of Business of the Year.

We are thrilled to report that the vendor
space for our 2021 Wedding Expo is entirely
sold out. Brides and grooms to be will enjoy free
entrance and access to some of the area’s best
venues, catering companies, bakers, photogra-
phers, event suppliers and more at this one-stop-
shop for all things wedding! Remember to mark
March 14th on your calendar, because the give-

See Chamber, page 5A

Plant It?

When to plant? That is a big question.
We are still a ways off from warmer weather.
However, that doesn’t mean that we can’t start
thinking about the garden. Winter is a great time
to go ahead and start planning your garden and
picking up seeds. Let’s talk a bit about planting
calendars and when
to get started on that | (@UGA
garden. .\..\._\_':n

Soil tempera- | Watching
ture should be our |andWorking
guide for when we |  facol
plant. Ideally, for | Zilcame
warm season vege-
tables we want the soil temperature to be at least
65 degrees. Some examples of warm season veg-
etables are tomatoes, peppers, squash, and okra.
Cool season vegetables can be planted when soil
temperatures have reached 50 degrees. Some ex-
amples of those are radishes, cabbage, collards,
and kale.

Some crops like carrots, parsnips, beets,
radish, turnips, and mustard do better from
seed. However, for most other vegetables using
transplants is a great way for your garden to get
a head start. There are a few benefits to using
transplants. One is spacing. Not every seed that
you plant is going to come up. For most plants if
we have good quality seed we hope to get at least
85% germination. If you space out the seeds in
your garden and some of them don’t germinate
you’ll have wasted space. Using transplants, you
know that you’ll have a live plant in every spot.
Another reason is for weed control. A transplant
that is already up and growing with a developed
root system will be able to compete against
weeds for sunlight, water, and nutrients better
than a plant growing from seed. You’ll also put
yourself a little ahead of the game

There are two ways to get transplants. The
first is the easiest. Go to one of the garden cen-
ters or nurseries around here and buy them. The
second option is to grow them yourself. This is
not too difficult to do, and it gives you a fun proj-
ect to do inside while it’s still cold outside. The
things that you’ll need are seeds, growing media,
and a grow container or tray. Fill the container
with the grow media (a mixture of peat moss,
sand, and loamy soil). Place one or two seeds in
each cell of the tray, and then cover it very light-
ly with a little bit of soil. The timing of seeding
is important. Tomatoes take 5 to 7 weeks before
they’re ready. Squash only takes 2 to 3. Peppers
take 7 to 9 weeks. So pick your target planting
date and back up from there to determine when
you need to start transplants. I usually recom-
mend planting outside in mid-May for warm
season vegetables. Most seeds will need to be at
least 70 degrees to germinate. You can purchase
a heating pad to put your seed trays on to reach

See Williams, page 5A
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